
Enatai Beach Park: What’s Happening… and Why

Minding the Peak Season

Talk to us! Questions? Concerns? Contact the project team:

Contact Kristine Cramer at 206-477-5415 or kristine.cramer@kingcounty.gov OR
Bibiana Ocheke-Ameh at 206-477-5604 or bibiana.ocheke-ameh@kingcounty.gov

Sign up for text alerts. Text KING MERCERSEWER to 468-311. 

Visit the project Web page at www.kingcounty.gov/MercerEnataiSewer

NORTH MERCER ISLAND/ENATAI Sewer Upgrade Project

1908_9688w_NME_Enatai_Beach_Park_FACT.ai

Enatai Beach Park is a focal point of the North 
Mercer/Enatai Sewer Upgrade Project. The new sewer 
line from Mercer Island will cross under the East 
Channel of Lake Washington near the I-90 Bridge, 
landing at the north end of the park. At that point, 
the pipeline will split into two paths, both leading 
to the Sweyolocken Pump Station, about a half-mile 
to the east. The Sweyolocken Pump Station pumps 
wastewater through King County’s sewer system to 
be taken to the County's regional wastewater 
treatment plant in Renton. 

The split into separate pipelines between Enatai Beach 
Park and the Sweyolocken Pump Station addresses a 
complex set of technical considerations that goes into 
the design of large sewer systems. The sewer flows in 
these systems vary by hour, month and year based 
on the activities of the thousands of people using 
the system, the changing weather, and the growing 
population. Engineers need to consider this wide 
range of flows, the speed at which they will travel 
through the pipes, the  slope of the ground where 
sewers are to be installed, the existing development 
that can be affected by construction; and the 
comparative cost of building new sewers and relining 
old ones.

For the North Mercer/Enatai Interceptor system, the 
evaluation of all these factors involved hundreds of 
options studied over the course of several years. 
The proposed pipeline split at the park was found to 
be the most desirable system based on that study. 

What’s Next
Final design of the project is 
now underway. Our team
is working with regulatory and 
permitting agencies to 
coordinate efforts, obtain 
permits, and ensure a smooth 
transition to construction. 

Between now and the start of 
construction, our team will be 
in your community sharing 
information so neighbors 
know what to expect during 
construction and beyond. Here is what you can 
expect from us this year:

• Attendance at community events 

• Project newsletters, fact sheets, and field work 
notifications

• Monthly project web updates

• Online and in-person open houses in the fall

• Briefings for interested community groups

We are committed to continuing to be a good 
neighbor during construction. We will share 
information about construction and impacts on Enatai 
Beach Park on our website, in project emails, and 
through posted information at the park.

We know that the period between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day is the busiest 
time at Enatai Beach Park. As much as 
possible, we will schedule construction 
outside of that period. 

However, regulatory agencies may require 
any work that could affect fish in Lake 
Washington to be completed during the 
“fish window” – the period of time when 
migrating fish are less likely to be in the 
area. The standard fish window overlaps 
with some of the popular summertime 
use of the park. 

Everyday, low-flow operation will continue to use the 
existing Enatai Interceptor, which lies along the bed of 
Lake Washington just offshore from the park and the 
Enatai neighborhood. That pipe is big enough to carry 
the low-level sewer flows expected over the next 
40 years. However, it’s old and some sections of it will 
need to be relined to last that long.

As the population grows and sewage flows increase, 
combined sewer and stormwater flows in the system 
during rain events will be too much for the old Enatai 
Interceptor to handle. For those high flows, the project 
is building a brand new, high-capacity sewer line called 
the Enatai Siphon that will be drilled under the Enatai 
neighborhood hill from Enatai Beach Park to the 
Sweyolocken Pump Station. Because the relined Enatai 
Interceptor will continue to carry all the flow it can 
during high-flow events, the Enatai Siphon is designed 
to carry only the excess flow above that amount. 
This allows us to build a smaller siphon, providing a 
significant cost savings.

All of this means that three main parts of the project 
meet at Enatai Beach Park: the construction of the new 
pipeline across the East Channel (the East Channel 
Siphon), the relining of the existing Enatai Interceptor, 
and the construction of the new Enatai Siphon. In 
addition, a new sewer will be built to connect the new 
pipelines to the Enatai Interceptor, and an existing 
sewer across the park will be improved. A new road will 
be built to provide access to the new facilities. In short, 
the project in many ways hinges on Enatai Beach Park.

We are committed to keeping you informed about what’s happening and why, in order to minimize impacts on 
the community. This is one of a series of fact sheets that explain the North Mercer/Enatai Sewer Upgrade 
Project and what the public should expect—during construction and after the work is done.

King County is upgrading three miles of sewer pipeline across north Mercer Island and south Bellevue. It’s a big 
project that’s been years in the making and will involve years of construction. Some of the work will be in heavily 
used public spaces, and some will be in residential areas. The end product will provide great public benefit, 
but the work to get there may involve inconveniences to residents and users of public spaces.
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We are working with natural resource agencies 
to plan this work to protect fish species that 
migrate through the area, while minimizing as 
much as possible any work that will impact use 
of the park during its most popular season.

NORTH MERCER ISLAND/ENATAI  Sewer Upgrade Project

Department of Natural Resources and Parks
Wastewater Treatment Division

Summer 2019

Alternative formats available
206-477-5371 or TTY replay: 711



ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS DESIGN PROCUREMENT & CONSTRUCTION
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Preliminary Design
Complete

Final Design
Complete

2024

Community Engagement (ongoing)

What to Expect During Construction What to Expect After Construction

Project Timeline

• Noise and dust typical of construction

• Additional vehicle traffic on surrounding streets

• Construction equipment such as excavators, large 
trucks, backhoe, soil compactors, etc.

• Work hours primarily during daytime but some
construction tasks may require night or
weekend work

• Advance notice of any noisy construction outside
of approved hours

• Intermittent closures of portions of the park

Work that affects Enatai Beach Park is expected to 
begin by late 2020 and continue intermittently for 
up to four years. We will confirm the timing and 
duration of these closures after hiring a contractor 
in 2020.

When construction in the park is complete, we will restore all disturbed areas. The restoration work will be 
coordinated with the City of Bellevue, returning the affected sites to a condition that is as good as or better 
than before the work began. The access road that will be built as part of the project is designed to be 
compatible with a future phase of park development that may include additional public parking and a 
hand-carry boat launch under the I-90 bridge. 

The only permanent above-ground structures to remain will be the odor control structure’s cabinet and inlet 
and exhaust pipes, all located under the I-90 bridge. On the ground, you’ll see hatches installed to provide 
access to underground portions of the new system. The new roadway that will provide maintenance staff with 
access to all the new system equipment will be designed in coordination with the City of Bellevue. 

Crews will also enhance a section of the shoreline north of the swim area. We will install large logs and return
the shoreline to a pebbly surface. This will provide habitat for spawning salmon and other wildlife that 
use the shoreline. 
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GENERAL STAGING UNDER BRIDGE
Establish general staging area under I-90 
for storing equipment and materials, 
fenced off from public access. 
EAST CHANNEL PIPE
Assemble pipe for East Channel Siphon 
into segments to be floated into the East 
Channel, lowered into trench on the 
channel bottom, and buried. Restore 
affected shoreline. 
ENATAI SIPHON PIPE
Assemble pipe for Enatai Siphon in the 
park, to be floated out on Lake Washington 
to line up for pulling into a drilled hole under 
the Enatai neighborhood.  
STRUCTURES AND 
CONNECTING SEWER
Construct new underground pipeline 
diversion structure and odor control 
structure,as well as a new sewer extending 
south to the Enatai Interceptor.  
SWIM BEACH SEWER REHAB WITH 
TEMPORARY BYPASS PUMPING
Install temporary pump station to redirect 
flow around the work area while Enatai  
Interceptor across the swim beach is
being rehabilitated. 
ENATAI INTERCEPTOR REHAB WITH
TEMPORARY BYPASS PUMPING
Construct temporary underground pump 
station to redirect flow to the new 
Enatai Siphon while downstream Enatai 
Interceptor is being rehabilitated.   
ACCESS ROADWAY AND 
FINAL RESTORATION
Restore entire site and construct new 
access road
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The map illustration shows the park areas affected and the work 
planned during each phase of the project as currently proposed; 
some of this may change as project design is finalized.
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